PALESTINE-
HARAM ASH-SHARIF

the Muslims cap-
tured Palestine, Khalifa Omar the Great
journeyed beyond the limit of Arabia to
visit the Holy City. Dismounting his
sorrel camel dressed in the plainest of
clothes, entered the Holy City of Jerusalem
on foot, its conqueror Omar the Great*
To both the Christians and the Jews he
gave permission to retain all their churches
and Holy Shrines, the right, which for
centuries to come was not infringed. This
so pleased the inhabitants and patriarchs
of Jerusalem, that they presented a place
to Khalifa Omar, where he might estab-
lish a place of worship. This spot was
on the site of the old Temple of the Jews,
which is also held sacred by the Muslims.
It was here that the Burraq alighted
during the Night of Mi'raj, so that the
Prophet might offer a prayer before ascend-
ing to Heaven, From time immemorial
this spot has been considered a place of
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